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OSWA Supports Cigarette Plain Packaging Plan
Oncology Social Work Australia (OSWA) has come out in strong support of the Federal Government’s proposed legislative reform to have all cigarettes sold in plain, colourless packaging throughout Australia by June next year.

OSWA National President Jane Whelan says the plain packaging of cigarettes initiative will go a long way to help reduce the 15,000 premature deaths of Australians caused by smoking each year.

Ms Whelan says oncology social workers throughout the country see and deal daily with the tragic human consequences of the thousands of lives cut short from lung cancer as a result of smoking cigarettes and the devastating knock-on effect these untimely deaths have on close family and friends.
“Dying from lung cancer is not an easy thing to endure for either the patient or their loved ones and when we consider that 80% of all lung cancer cases in Australia are unnecessarily caused by smoking, the current terrible loss of life each year can only be described as a national disgrace and a public health disaster,” she said.

“Furthermore, the economic cost to our country of treating all the lung, heart and other disease caused by smoking runs into the tens of billions of dollars each year, a figure which will undoubtedly reduce in line with lower cigarette usage as plain packaging makes these addictive drugs less attractive specially to susceptible consumer groups like young and indigenous people,” the OSWA president said.

With the support of both sides of politics and 60% of the Australian population now behind this new legislation, its time for Big Tobacco to realise the game is up and they should now cease their silly, anti-social media publicity campaign against this great initiative. She said the current strident tobacco industry campaign demonstrates just how much these companies fear the removal of glamour packaging of cigarettes and its impact on their bottom line profitability. 
“Market research consistently shows uninviting packaging will make tobacco products less appealing to consumers who also believe cigarettes will not taste as nice if they come in a plain, drab olive green pack. But that is exactly the outcome we want to achieve,” she said. 
Ms Whelan said OSWA also welcomes the plan to include larger graphic warnings on the front and back of each pack with 90 per cent of the back and around 75 per cent of the front to feature confronting visuals of the horrific health effects of cigarette smoking.
“Oncology social workers everywhere are proud to stand in complete solidarity with other health professionals throughout the country in supporting this breakthrough Australian plain packaging legislation which is a world first and a powerful blow in the ongoing battle against the effects of this insidious, health destroying drug,” she said.
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About OSWA: Oncology Social Work Australia is a non-profit organisation dedicated to the enhancement of psychosocial services to people with cancer as well as their families and carers.   OSWA’s goal is to work with people who have cancer and those affected by cancer to optimise their social, emotional, spiritual, physical and psychological well-being. 

For more information about OSWA, go to www.oswa.net.au
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